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Introduction

Welcome to " 7 Mistakes to Steer Clear of for a Successful Injury Claim.” This guide is
your trusted companion on the path to securing the compensation you rightly deserve
after experiencing a serious injury in Buffalo, New York. Our aim is to provide you with
clear, actionable advice that empowers you to navigate the complex world of personal

Injury claims with confidence.

At The Nicotra Law Firm, PC, we understand that the aftermath of a serious injury can
be a challenging and uncertain time. That's why our dedicated team is here to lend
you a helping hand. Your well-being is our utmost concern, and we are committed to

standing by your side every step of the way.

In the pages that follow, we'll not only outline the common mistakes to avoid but also
provide you with practical insights and strategies to ensure your claim is as successful
as possible. WWhether you're dealing with medical bills, lost wages, or emotional
distress, we're here to ensure your rights are protected and that you receive the

maximum compensation available under the law.

This guide I1s more than just words on paper; it's a roadmap to your recovery and
financial security. So, let's embark on this journey together, ensuring that you steer
clear of the pitfalls that can hinder your claim's success. Remember, you're not alone In
this process. The Nicotra Law Firm is here to guide, support, and advocate for you

every step of the way.




Mistake #1 Neglecting Immediate
Medical Attention

When it comes to your well-being, there's no room for delay. Mistakenly, some
iIndividuals hesitate to seek immediate medical care after a serious injury. However, it's
paramount to understand that your health should always be your top priority.

In the event of a significant injury, every moment counts. By promptly seeking medical
attention, you not only take the crucial steps towards your recovery but also bolster the
credibility of your injury claim. Here's why:

Protecting Your Health: Swift medical care can make all the difference in your
recovery process. Some injuries may not manifest symptoms immediately, but
underlying iIssues could be more severe than you initially realize. A healthcare
professional can assess your condition, provide necessary treatment, and offer
guidance on managing your Injuries.

Strengthening Your Claim: Insurance companies closely examine the timeline of
events following an accident. WWhen you delay seeking medical attention, it can create
doubt about the severity of your injuries. Insurers may argue that if your injuries were
genuinely severe, you would have sought treatment immeadiately. This could potentially
diminish the value of your claim.

Documenting Your Injuries: Timely medical records serve as crucial evidence in your
clam. They establish a clear link between the accident and your injuries. Delayed
medical treatment may raise questions about causation and whether your injuries are
genuinely related to the incident.

The importance of seeking immediate medical care cannot be overstated. By doing so,
you not only prioritize your health but also take a proactive step in protecting your legal
rights. So, If you're seriously injured, don't hesitate — see a doctor as soon as possible.
It's the first and most vital step towards ensuring your well-being and securing the
compensation you deserve.




Mistake #2 Overlooking the
Importance of Documentation

In the aftermath of an accident, one of the most common mistakes people make is
neglecting to document the incident and their injuries adequately. The process of
collecting evidence may seem tedious, but it is essential for a successtul injury claim.
Here's why meticulous documentation is your key to a strong case:

Visual Evidence Matters: A picture is worth a thousand words, and in the world of
personal injury claims, it can be worth much more. lake clear, high-quality photographs
of the accident scene, your injuries, and any property damage involved. These visual
records can provide irrefutable proof of the conditions and damages at the time of the
Incident.

Withess Statements Hold Weight: Eyewitnesses can be invaluable in corroborating
your account of the accident. Collect statements from individuals who saw what
happened. Thelir testimonies can offer independent perspectives and enhance the
credibility of your claim.

Official Reports Provide Validation: Police reports serve as official documents that
detail the circumstances of the accident. These reports can establish key facts, such as
who was at fault and whether any traffic violations occurred. Obtaining a copy of the
police report Is crucial for your claim's success.

Medical Records Solidify Your Case: Medical records are the backbone of any
personal injury claim. They link your injuries directly to the accident and outline the
treatment you received. These records not only valiqate your injuries but also help
determine the extent of your damages.

A Stronger Negotiating Position: \When you have a well-documented case, you're
better equipped to negotiate with insurance companies. Clear and convincing evidence
puts you In a stronger position to demand fair compensation.

Throughout the legal system, evidence is key. Without proper documentation, your injury
claim could be undermined, making it difficult to secure the compensation you need. By
taking the time to collect and preserve this essential evidence, youre not only protecting
your interests but also increasing your chances of a successful outcome. Rememober,
when It comes to documentation, It's better to have too much than too little. Your
diligence today can make all the difference in your future.




Mistake #3 Speaking to Insurance
Adjusters Without Legal Guidance

In the aftermath of an accident, it's not uncommon for insurance adjusters to reach out
to you, often shortly after the incident, to obtain a statement regarding the events that
transpired. While this may seem routine, it's a critical juncture where many individuals
iInadvertently harm their chances of fair compensation. Here's why it's crucial to exercise
caution and seek legal counsel before providing any statements to insurance adjusters:

Protecting Your Rights: \When an insurance adjuster contacts you, their primary goal
s to gather information that may minimize the insurer's liability. They are trained to ask
guestions that could potentially be used against you to devalue your claim. Without legal
guidance, you might unknowingly provide answers that can harm your case.

Understanding the Full Extent of Damages: In the immediate aftermath of an
accident, you might not be fully aware of the extent of your injuries and the long-term
Impact they may have on your life. Rushing into a statement without consulting a
personal injury lawyer could result in overlooking important details about your injuries
and their consequences.

Legal Experience Matters: Personal injury law can be complex, and insurance
companies have teams of experienced adjusters and lawyers on their side. It's only fair
that you have a knowledgeable advocate in your corner as well. An experienced
personal injury attorney can help you navigate the process, ensuring you understand
your rights and the potential consequences of your statements.

Maximizing Your Claim: Providing a statement without legal counsel may limit your
ability to negotiate a fair settlement. Your attorney can strategize and ensure that your
statements are consistent with the facts of your case, helping you maximize the
compensation you deserve.

Avoiding Unintended Consequences: \What you say to an insurance adjuster can
have far-reaching implications. It's not uncommon for statements made during these
conversations to be used against you later in the claims process or in court. Seeking
legal advice before speaking with an adjuster can help you avoid making statements that
may undermine your case.

The importance of consulting a personal injury lawyer before providing any statements
to Insurance adjusters cannot be overstated. By doing so, you protect your rights, ensure
you understand the implications of your statements, and position yourself to receive the



compensation you rightfully deserve. Don't let the pressure of the moment compromise
your claim; instead, let an experienced attorney guide you through the process to secure
the best possible outcome.

Mistake #4 Rushing to Accept an
Early Settlement

It's not uncommon for insurance companies to swiftly offer a settlement soon after an
accident, often in the hope that you'll accept it without hesitation. \While this initial offer
may seem tempting, it's crucial to exercise caution and avoid the mistake of settling too
quickly. Here's why jumping at an early settlement can be a significant misstep:

Undervaluing Your Claim: Insurance companies are primarily concerned with their
pbottom line, and their initial settlement offers often reflect this priority. These offers
frequently fall far short of the actual value of your claim, including medical expenses, lost
wages, pain and suffering, and other damages. Accepting such an offer could mean
forfeiting the compensation you genuinely deserve.

Assessing the Full Extent of Damages: Immediately following an accident, it's
challenging to gauge the long-term consequences of your injuries. Settling too quickly
may prevent you from accounting for ongoing medical treatment, rehabllitation, or future
lost earnings. An attorney can help you assess the complete scope of your damages
and ensure that all potential expenses are considered.

The Role of Legal Experience: Personal injury law is intricate, and it's easy to be
overwhelmed by the intricacies of your case. A seasoned personal injury attorney
possesses the knowledge and experience to evaluate the fairness of an offer. They can
accurately assess your claim's worth and advise you on whether to accept, negotiate, or
pursue legal action.

Your Right to Fair Compensation: You have a right to seek full and fair compensation
for your injuries and losses. Settling hastily may unintentionally undermine your ability to
secure the maximum compensation possible. An attorney can help you leverage your
position and negotiate a settlement that reflects the true cost of your injuries.

Avoiding Regrets: Once you accept a settlement, it's typically final and binding. You
cannot revisit the claim if unforeseen complications or expenses arise down the road. It's
essential to take your time, consult with an attorney, and ensure youre making an




iInformed decision that won't lead to regrets.

The key takeaway is that patience pays off when dealing with insurance settlements.
While a quick resolution may seem attractive, it's essential to consider the long-term
consequences of your injuries and the true value of your claim. Before accepting any
settlement offer, consult with an experienced personal injury lawyer who can advocate
for your rights, assess the fairness of the offer, and work diligently to secure the
maximum compensation you deserve. Remember, your financial security and well-being
are worth the extra effort and time invested in your claim.

Mistake #6 Overlooking Filing
Deadlines

In the realm of personal injury claims in New York, time is of the essence. The law
imposes strict deadlines, known as statutes of limitations, which dictate the timeframe
within which you must file your claim. Failing to meet these deadlines can have dire
consequences, including the forfeiture of your right to seek compensation. Here's why
it's crucial to heed these deadlines and consult an attorney to ensure your claim is filed
correctly and on time:

Protecting Your Right to Compensation: Statutes of limitations exist to ensure that
legal actions are filed in a timely manner. If you miss these deadlines, you risk losing
your right to seek compensation altogether. The court may dismiss your case, and you
may be left with no recourse to recover damages for your Injuries.

Legal Complexity: Navigating the legal process can be complex, especially when it
Involves gathering evidence, negotiating with insurance companies, and preparing a
solid case. An experienced personal injury attorney can help you navigate the process
efficiently and ensure that all necessary documents are filed correctly and on time.

Documenting Your Claim: Preparing a personal injury claim involves gathering and
preserving evidence, which takes time. Waiting until the last minute can result in

iIncomplete or insufficient documentation, weakening your case. An attorney can help
you gather and preserve evidence from the outset, ensuring a strong and timely filing.

Avoiding Stress and Rushed Decisions: Procrastination can lead to stress and
rushed decision-making. As the deadline looms closer, you may feel pressured to
accept a less-than-adequate settlement or take other actions that aren't in your best
interest. Consulting an attorney early can alleviate this stress and allow for a more
strategic approach to your claim.




Leveraging Legal Experience: An attorney can help you understand the specific
deadlines that pertain to your case, as they can vary depending on the nature of the
claim. They will ensure that your claim is filed correctly, with all required documentation,

and within the prescribed timeframe.

Adherence to statutes of limitations is non-negotiable. By enlisting the guidance of an
experienced personal injury attorney, you can rest assured that your claim is filed
promptly and in compliance with all legal requirements. This proactive approach not only
preserves your right to seek compensation but also sets the stage for a well-prepared
and robust case that maximizes your chances of receiving the full compensation you
deserve. Don't let the clock run out on your opportunity for justice — consult an attorney

toqay.

Mistake #6 Failing to Account for
Future Costs

When you're dealing with the aftermath of a serious injury, it's natural to focus on the
Immediate challenges. However, it's equally essential to consider the long-term
consequences that these injuries can have on your life. Failing to account for future
costs can be a significant mistake in your personal injury claim. Here's why you should
ensure your claim encompasses these ongoing expenses and how an experienced
attorney can assist you in this critical aspect of your case:

The Real Cost of Your Injuries: Serious injuries often result in more than just
Immediate medical bills. They can lead to prolonged medical treatments, rehabllitation,
and therapy. Additionally, you may face future surgeries or other medical interventions.
All these aspects must be considered when calculating the true cost of your injuries.

Lost Earnings Over Time: A severe injury may prevent you from returning to work
Immediately or even permanently. Lost wages can extend far beyond your initial
recovery period, impacting your financial stability for years to come. Calculating your
future loss of earning capacity is a complex process that requires legal experience.

Pain and Suffering: Long-term injuries can result in ongoing pain and emotional
distress. These intangible damages are essential to consider in your claim, as they
significantly impact your quality of life. An experienced attorney can help quantify these
non-economic damages to ensure you're compensated fairly.




Skilled Negotiation: Insurance companies often try to settle claims quickly and for the
least amount possible. Without legal representation, you may accept an offer that fails to
account for future costs adequately. An attorney can skillfully negotiate on your behalf,
advocating for a settlement that covers your current and future expenses.

Your Right to Fair Compensation: You have the right to seek compensation for all the
losses and expenses you'll incur due to your Injury. An experienced personal injury
attorney can help you assess the full extent of your damages, ensuring that your claim
reflects the ongoing impact of your injuries.

Considering future costs Is essential to securing the compensation you truly deserve. An
experienced attorney understands the complexities of personal injury claims and can
work with medical experts and financial analysts to accurately estimate your future
expenses. By including these costs in your claim, you position yourself to receive fair
compensation that provides for your needs not just today, but well into the future. Don't
make the mistake of overlooking the long-term impact of your injuries — consult an
attorney who can guide you through the process and ensure that your claim accounts
for all your ongoing expenses.

Mistake #7 Failing to Choose an
Experienced Trial Lawyer

One of the gravest mistakes you can make in your pursuit of a successful personal
INjury claim Is neglecting to select an attorney with substantial experience in the
courtroom. Here's why failing to choose an experienced trial lawyer can be detrimental
{0 your case:

Trial-Ready Experience: Not all personal injury cases are resolved through
settlements. Some may require litigation and proceeding to trial. Without a seasoned trial
lawyer, you risk being ill-prepared for the courtroom environment, where the rules of
evidence, legal procedures, and strategic advocacy are paramount. An experienced trial
attorney Is well-versed in these aspects and can effectively represent your interests In
court If necessary.

Insurance Company Perception: Insurance companies closely assess the attorneys
Involved In a case. VWhen they see that you're represented by a trial lawyer with a track
record of taking cases to court and achieving successful outcomes, it sends a clear
message that you're prepared to fight for your rights. This can lead to more favorable

settlement offers as insurers may be more inclined to negotiate in good faith. a



Maximizing Your Compensation: An attorney with extensive courtroom experience
understands the tactics employed by insurance companies and defense lawyers. They
can anticipate these strategies and counteract them efftectively, increasing your chances
of securing the maximum compensation available for your injuries and losses.

Confidence In Your Representation: Knowing that your attorney is well-equipped to
represent you in court can provide you with peace of mind during the entire claims
process. You'll have confidence that your legal rights are protected, whether through
negotiation or litigation.

Thorough Case Evaluation: An experienced trial lawyer will conduct a comprehensive
assessment of your case from the beginning, considering not just the possibility of a
settlement but also the potential for litigation. This proactive approach ensures that your
case Is prepared for any eventuality.

Choosing an attorney with a proven history of courtroom success is an investment in the
strength of your personal injury claim. While settlements are often the preferred
outcome, having a trial-ready attorney on your side demonstrates your commitment to
seeking justice and fair compensation. Don't make the mistake of underestimating the
Importance of trial experience — select a seasoned trial lawyer who can vigorously
advocate for your rights both inside and outside the courtroom.




Conclusion: Contact The Nicotra
Law Firm, PC Today

Effectively managing a personal injury claim in Buffalo, NY necessitates steering clear of
these seven pivotal pitfalls. Your foremost concern should always be your health, and
seeking prompt medical attention is paramount. Methodical documentation, inclusive of
photos, withesses, and official reports, Is indispensable. Never engage with insurance
adjusters without the guidance of a personal injury attorney to safeguard your rights.
Resist the allure of swift settlements and instead, consult an attorney to assess the true
value of your claim. Adhering to filing deadlines is non-negotiable, as missing them can
jeopardize your right to compensation. Account for the enduring costs of your injuries
and choose an experienced trial lawyer to champion your case. If you've sustained a
severe Injury, do not hesitate to contact The Nicotra Law Firm, PC. Our unwavering
dedication to your rights and securing the utmost compensation underscores our
commitment to your well-being, making it our utmost priority.

866Nicotra.com | (866) 642-6872

I'|.q.'|.

The N ' LA
Law HIrnisss




	Cover
	Page-1
	Page-2-New
	Page-3---New
	Page-4
	Page-5
	Page-6
	Page-7
	Page-8
	Page-9
	Page-10

